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2016 was yet another interesting year for the Marie-Stella-Maris
Foundation. We have received over €130.000 for clean drinking
water projects, which is again more than last year.
With this annual report we like to show you what we have done in
2016 to increase awareness about the importance of clean water,
provide insight in finances and share our plans for the coming year.
Also we would like to thank everyone involved; Marie-Stella-Maris
donors, partners, customers, employees and fans - thank you for all
your contribution and support. Together we are making a difference!

On behalf of the Board,
Patrick Munsters
Founding board member
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INTRODUCTION: THE MARIE-STELLA-MARIS
FOUNDATION
We strongly believe that people have the right to live in dignity, which
includes the right to sufficient, safe, accessible and affordable water.
Having access to clean water will empower people to take control
of their lives and build their own future. Even the United Nations
declared access to clean drinking water and sanitation to be a basic
human right.

“Access to clean and safe drinking water for
everyone, everywhere.”
However today, 663 million people still lack access to clean drinking
water and 2.4 billion people still lack access to good sanitation.
We want to change this and made it our mission to increase access
to clean and safe drinking water worldwide. We do this through
supporting projects in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH).
By carefully selecting projects and partners, and screening (them)
on sustainability indicators we strive to make sure that every project
we undertake remains a success for years to come. In this we work
closely with our partner Aqua for All. Aqua for All is a non-profit
organization, established in 2002, and a well-known Dutch source
of expertise on water, sanitation and hygiene-related challenges.
(www.aquaforall.org)
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ACTIVITIES 2016
Time to look back
In summary, 2016 was a year of looking back and reviewing our
working method. Over the last few years we have been supporting
several projects (via Aqua for All) with several local partner
organizations.
We have consciously taken some time to get to know a few different
organizations (with different technical, social and sustainable
methods in providing clean water in the communities) so we can
eventually choose organizations with which we choose to create a
prolonged partnership.
While all partners have a positive impact on the lives of others in
their own way, we want to focus and proceed with only one or two
partners. We believe that when we invest our energy and financial
contribution less spread, that we can be more efficient and decisive,
and that we can ultimately increase our impact.
In 2016 two independent WASH consultants have evaluated
different water projects we have supported, in Uganda, Tanzania
and Bangladesh. They have provided us with insights in the strengths
and challenges of both the local partner and working methods, and
advice on how they could be strengthened in their water management.
In the first half-year of 2017 we will revise and upgrade our partner
and project selection policy.
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Back to Mweteni, Tanzania.
Number of people reached: 3.900
Partners: Women for Water Partnership and
Tegemeo Women Group
To celebrate Marie-Stella-Maris’ 5-year anniversary, Carel Neuberg
(CEO) and Josha Jansen (Coordinator Humanitarian Projects) went
back to Mweteni, Tanzania, the location where we have supported one
of our first water projects. The team went there to review how things
were going, to check upon the implemented water systems, hear about
the impact and challenges in the community, and visually document
local stories. A video production team (Strictua) joined and created a
video during the visit; highlighting the Foundation’s mission and impact
on the community.
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Natascha Libbert in Tanzania
To raise awareness for the water projects we support, we yearly invite an
art photographer to a project and ask him/her to share their personal
visual story and experiences around the theme ‘water’.
In September 2016 photographer Natascha Libbert accompanied the
Marie-Stella-Maris team when visiting Mweteni village in Tanzania.

About Natascha Libbert
During her childhood Natascha lived in
countries such as Spain, the US, UK, Ghana
and Saudi Arabia. After working as an account manager for a large ad agency in the
Netherlands, she decided to apply for the
Academy of Arts in The Hague, where she
graduated in 2009. “How does man relate
to his surroundings?” was a question that
she continuously asked herself partly due to
her roaming youth and as a result of travelling a lot for work. Her photographs can
either show abstract landscapes or zoom
in on details, but are always in relation
to humans and their perception of reality
of their surroundings. When working on
assignments or free work, an idea evolves
during research, writing, photographing.
Natascha has had several exhibitions, nominations and awards to her name.
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What made you decide to accept the invitation of the Marie-StellaMaris Foundation?
“I’m currently working on a nautical project involving the North Sea
Canal and the shipping industry, which continuously puts me in contact
with water and its influence and characteristics. Also in relation to
land and earth. When I was invited by the Foundation to travel to
Tanzania, I thought it would be interesting to find out how I could
approach the water theme there. Plus, I love waking up in countries
like Tanzania, sitting on the floor in the morning while drinking a cup
of filter coffee, reflecting on the situation and environment in which I
find myself. I think that manoeuvring myself in locations like that is my
biggest motivation to travel. I wouldn’t easily photograph a place for
my work that doesn’t evoke any questions.”

Can you tell us more about your photo series?
“Water was fairly invisible in the area where we stayed, but it was
definitely present in the way it manifests itself in the lifestyle of the
people in the villages. Water makes the land valuable so I found
myself looking to the ground and studying the structure of soils. The
deep red colours were visually very attractive and seductive – it
reminded me of 15 years ago, when I went to Australia solely based
on one picture I saw of red earth.”
“We stayed in a mountain area where its inhabitants were
pretty isolated: self-sufficient, but very well organised. Based on
geophilosophy, one studies peoplte by looking at the source of their
environment: their “land”. Compared to life in the city, there was
little external influence here hence the relationship between people,
water and earth was more direct, more visible. I thought it was an
appropriate focus for my project, to look at the texture of the land to
understand its people but also as a way to concentrate on the theme
of water because they were interrelated.”
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What is your favourite image?
“To me, the picture of the “ribbon” of cactus is the most characteristic.
It is related to the structure of water; I could also have called it the
red river. I also think the image has something affectionate, that’s
why I called it My Dear. It is a term of endearment which I found
appropriate and it is also a gesture to someone I spoke to about
Swahili and the role of language in relation to people and land.”

“Water was fairly invisible in the area where we
stayed, but it was definitely present in the way it
manifests itself in the lifestyle of the people in the
villages.”
What does water mean to you?
“I drink ridiculous amounts of water! Apart from that, I’ve often lived
in countries with a lack of water or clean drinking water, which
makes me very aware of the comfort of our western lives when it
comes to that – especially when standing in the shower. I have
also looked a lot at water for another project. I have travelled with
scuba divers and cargo ships and spoke to people who live and
work with the sea, and I find it such a special phenomenon. Water
is the greatest good; if we use it the right way it brings us welfare.
But is also has a destructive tendency. Currents and patterns emerge
and break down. At sea, I watched and photographed the water
for countless hours.”
Photos: Natascha Libbert - Mweteni, Tanzania
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What inspired you the most during your visit to our project in
Tanzania?
“It was inspiring to see that there was a group of women who were
so well organised and by joining forces they actually initiated this
project. They have their own banking system, which they apply to
save money and thoughtfully deal with the environment and the
future. This actually gives them a stronger position compared to the
men because they are in charge.”

“I have travelled with scuba divers and cargo
ships and spoke to people who live and
work with the sea, and I find it such a special
phenomenon. Water is the greatest good; if we
use it the right way it brings us welfare.”
How did you experience the clean drinking water project up close?
“I have to say it was surprising, since I didn’t really have positive
experiences with “charity” projects. I’ve been to places where the
tap of the water well could easily have been stolen within a week
or where you could question the benefits or consequences of the
project. I think it’s a tough point of discussion, when Westerners
introduce projects with their own standards and values and perhaps
expectations in foreign countries.”
“Nonetheless I was encouraged by Marie-Stella-Maris to be critical,
and we did have some discussions about it, which was interesting
and beneficial. I think the success factor of these projects is that
they are initiated on a local level and the funds for maintenance
and expansion are incorporated in yearly savings. Also, quite some
direct effects were visible due to the new water facilities. When I
drove through the area on a motorcycle I saw the growth of fresh
fruits and vegetables - evidence of farming practices that showed
care and experience.”

Photos: Natascha Libbert - Mweteni, Tanzania
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“When I drove through the area on a motorcycle
I saw the growth of fresh fruits and vegetables evidence of farming practices that showed care
and experience.”
Did you go to Mweteni with certain expectations? Were these
consistent with what you actually saw?
“I had no expectations apart from the idea that I would be sleeping
in the corner of some unfinished house without any water facilities
whatsoever, and apparently I wasn’t the only one. So we were
pleasantly surprised when this wasn’t the case. Anyway, I have
learned that having expectations upfront isn’t of any use: it’s much
more fun to undergo everything during a bumpy car ride on your
way there.”
Is there anything else you want to share with us?
“The landscape images I have shared here are all related to the
construction of homes by soil and stone, which is facilitated now
by the wells. It is a nice thought that when houses are built with
only natural materials, they will become part of the landscape once
again when no longer in use.”
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UPCOMING PROJECTS
At this moment we are in the middle of the selection process of a
new project in Uganda. In March 2017 at the latest, this new project
should be contracted. A contribution of €91.099 will be allocated to
this project in Uganda. The selection of the new project has taken a little
longer than planned, nevertheless necessary to have a good project
plan. For project details and updates, please check the website and
social media channels of Marie-Stella-Maris and its eponymous
Foundation.
www.marie-stella-maris.com // www.marie-stella-maris-foundation.org
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FINANCE
The Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation receives a monthly
donation from Marie-Stella-Maris (the business). This amount
is directly related to the sale of their products. For each
care and home product sold, Marie-Stella-Maris donates
€1,00 to the Foundation. For every litre of mineral water
sold, Marie-Stella-Maris donates €0,05. In addition to this
monthly donation, the Foundation receives small donations
and contributions from other third parties. Funds received
are temporarily held until the selection of a new project (at
this time the need for a buffer is limited).
Thanks to the generosity of all our supporters in 2016,
we received €134.179. For the third year in a row the
contribution from Marie-Stella-Maris the business has
grown; this year with 37%. Other activities of the MarieStella-Maris resulted in an extra donation of €4.237.

Marie-Stella-Maris
Others
Total

2016

2015

129.942

95.109

4.237

7.376

134.179

102.485
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Tel: +31 (0)30 284 98 00
Fax: +31 (0)30 284 98 01
info@bdo.nl
www.bdo.nl

BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V.
P.O. Box 4053, 3502 HB Utrecht
Van Deventerlaan 101, 3528 AG Utrecht
The Netherlands

To the board of Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation
Generaal Vetterstraat 75-E
1059 BT AMSTERDAM
The Netherlands

BOARD
The Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation has a board consisting of four
members; there are no paid employees in the Foundation. We are
very proud that all board members are voluntarily willing to contribute
their time, knowledge and expertise to the Foundation.
Mr. Jan Heeger
Mrs. Karine Kodde
Mr. Patrick Munsters
Mrs. Hanna Nolan

Dear board,
In accordance with your instructions we have prepared the attached 2016 financial statements of
your foundation. Our conclusion can be found in the compilation report in the ‘Auditors’ report’
section of this report.

General

AIMS FOR 2017
• Help more people with access to clean drinking water, by financially
supporting more WASH projects.
• Further develop the Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation’s policy.
•
Continue developing new forms of cooperation with MarieStella-Maris B.V.’s and its business partners, to make more money
available for clean water projects.

www.marie-stella-maris-foundation.org
E: info@marie-stella-maris-foundation.org
KvK: 55394132

Utrecht, 15 March 2017
Reference: 1.043.053/P.A. Bos AA

| RSIN: 851686382 | IBAN: NL74 RABO 0108 3991 33

Objective
The Foundation was established on May 25, 2012.
The foundation is a not-for-profit organization and is intended to help people to have access to
clean drinking water in the third world.
The Board
The board is composed as follows:
•
P.M.S.M. Munsters
founder director
•
A.K. Kodde 		
secretary
•
J.M.B. Nolan-Kolff
director
•
J.H. Heeger
director
In accordance with article 19 of the minutes of the foundation the members of the board are
on duty for a period of one year.
Trademark
Since 7 June 2013 the foundation is the legal owner of the intellectual property rights of the
trade mark “Marie-Stella-Maris”.
Results
The results of the year 2016 were € 133.804, against a result of € -59.716 in the year 2015.
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Registered office Eindhoven, The Netherlands. Chamber of Commerce registration number 17171188.BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V. also acts
under the (trade) names: BDO Accountants, BDO Belastingadviseurs, BDO Direct, BDO Global Outsourcing, BDO International Tax Services, BDO IT Audit &
Security, BDO Tax Consultants.BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V. is a member of BDO International Ltd, a UK company limited by guarantee, and
forms part of the worldwide network of independent legal entities, each of which provides professional services under the name ‘BDO’.

Tel: +31 (0)30 284 98 00
Fax: +31 (0)30 284 98 01
info@bdo.nl
www.bdo.nl

Fiscal Position

BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V.
P.O. Box 4053, 3502 HB Utrecht
Van Deventerlaan 101, 3528 AG Utrecht
The Netherlands

We hereby offer you the report concerning the annual report 2016 for Stichting
Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation, Amsterdam.

The foundation is since 1 January 2013 regarded as an institution as mentioned in article
24 paragraph 4 of the Dutch Law of inheritance 1956. The foundation meets the definition
of an ANBI institution and the tax number of the foundation is 8516.86.382.

Compilation report
To: the board of Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation

We trust to have been of your service. If you have any questions or comments,
please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours faithfully,
BDO Accountants
On behalf of,

The financial statements of Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation have been compiled by us using
the information provided by you. The financial statements comprise the balance sheet as at 31
December 2016 and the statement of income and expenses for the period from
1 January 2016 to 31 December 2016 with the accompanying explanatory notes. These notes
include a summary of the accounting policies which have been applied.
This compilation engagement has been performed by us in accordance with Dutch law,
including Standard 4410, “Compilation engagements”, which is applicable to accountants.
The standard requires us to assist you with the preparation and presentation of the financial
statements in accordance with Dutch generally accepted accounting principles for small nonprofit organizations RJK C1. To this end we have applied our professional expertise in the
fields of accounting and financial reporting.

Sgd.
A.M. Janssen AA MFSME

In a compilation engagement, you are responsible for ensuring that the information you give us is
correct and that you provide us with all relevant information. Therefore, we have conducted our
work in accordance with the applicable regulations and on the assumption that you have fulfilled
your responsibility. To conclude our work, we have read the financial statements as a whole and
are satisfied that they present a picture in line with our broad understanding of Stichting MarieStella-Maris Foundation.
During this engagement we have complied with the relevant ethical requirements prescribed
by the “Verordening Gedrags- en Beroepsregels Accountants” (VGBA).
You and other users of these financial statements may therefore assume that we have
conducted the engagement in a professional, competent and objective manner and with due
care and integrity and that we will treat all information provided to us as confidential.
Utrecht, the Netherlands, 15 March 2017
BDO Accountants
On behalf of,
Sgd.
A.M. Janssen AA MFSME
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Registered office Eindhoven, The Netherlands. Chamber of Commerce registration number 17171188.BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V. also acts
under the (trade) names: BDO Accountants, BDO Belastingadviseurs, BDO Direct, BDO Global Outsourcing, BDO International Tax Services, BDO IT Audit &
Security, BDO Tax Consultants.BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V. is a member of BDO International Ltd, a UK company limited by guarantee, and
forms part of the worldwide network of independent legal entities, each of which provides professional services under the name ‘BDO’.

Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2016

31-12-2016
€

€

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 2016

31-12-2015
€

2016
€

€

€

2015
€

€

ASSETS
INCOME
Social rights on sales of water & care
Donations / gifts

Current assets
Receivable
Accounts receivable

12.342

24.191

146.323

705

158.665

24.896

LIABILITIES
Equity of the association
Appropriated reserve

24.861

158.665

Current liabilities
Other liabilities and accrued expenses

0

EXPENSES
Funding water projects
Program management fee Aqua for All
Other operating expenses

0
0
375

35

158.665

24.896

102.485

147.244
14.374
583
375

162.201

Operating income

133.804

-59.716

Addition/release to/from appropriated reserve

133.804

-59.716
￼￼￼
￼￼￼
￼￼￼
￼￼￼

35
-

95.109
7.376
134.179

24.191

12.342
Bank accounts

129.942
4.237
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Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
General
The financial statement have been prepared in accordance with the firm pronouncements in the
Guidelines for Annual Reporting in the Netherlands as issued by the Dutch Accounting Standards
Board: RJK (C1 small not for profit organizations). The financial statements are denominated in
Euro.
Estimates
The preparation of the financial statements requires the board to form opinions and to make
estimates and assumptions that influence the application of principles and the reported values
of assets and liabilities and of income and expenditure. The actual results may differ from these
estimates. The estimates and the underlying assumptions are constantly assessed. Revisions of
estimates are recognized in the period in which the estimate is revised and in future periods for
which the revision has consequences.

Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

NOTES TO THE BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2016

ASSETS
Current assets

31-12-2016

31-12-2015

€

€

Accounts receivable
Other receivables
Social rights on sales

12.342

Balance as at 31 December

12.342

24.191
 ￼ ￼
 ￼ ￼ 24.191

EQUITY
Accounting policies in respect of the valuation of assets and liabilities
General
The general principle for the valuation of assets and liabilities, as well as the determination of
results, is the historical purchase price or manufacturing cost. Unless otherwise stated, assets and
liabilities are stated at the values at which they were acquired or incurred.
Receivables
Accounts receivable are shown after deduction of a provision for bad and doubtful debts where
appropriate. The accounts receivable have a maturity date due within one year.

Appropriated reserve
The table below shows the movements of the appropriated reserve:
									
2016
€
Balance as at 1 January
Result accounting year
Balance as at 31 December

24.861
133.804
158.665

Bank accounts
Cash and bank balances are freely disposable, unless stated otherwise.
Short-term liabilities
The short-term liabilities are due within one year.

This reserve is considered to fund clean water projects in Third World countries.

Accounting policies statement of income and expenses
General result
Result is determined as the difference between net income and all expenses relating to the reporting
period. Costs are determined in accordance with the accounting policies applied to the balance
sheet. Other income and expenses are allocated to the periods to which they relate.
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31

2015
€
84.577
-59.716
24.861

Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

OTHER INFORMATION
Average number of employees
During the financial year, 2016 and 2015 no employees were employed by the foundation.

Proposed result appropriation
The result of €133.804 will be added to the appropriated reserve.
Amsterdam, 15 March 2017
Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation

Sgd.			
P.M.S.M. Munsters
Founder Director

Sgd.
A.K. Kodde
Secretary

Sgd.
J.M.B. Nolan-Kolff
Director
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Sgd.
J.H. Heeger
Director

