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Dear Reader,
2017 was yet another great year for the Marie-Stella-Maris
Foundation (MSM Foundation). We have received over €172.964
for clean drinking water projects, which is an impressive growth
compared to previous years.
Compared to 2016 donations increased by 29% in 2017.
With our annual report we like to show you what we have done in
2017 to increase access to clean water, increase awareness about
the importance of clean water and hygiene, to provide insight in our
finances and share our plans for the coming year.
Also we would like to thank everyone involved; Marie-Stella-Maris
donors, partners, customers, employees and fans - thank you for all
your contributions and support. Together we are making make a
difference!
On behalf of the Board,
Patrick Munsters
Founding board member

ANNUAL REPORT
3

ANNUAL REPORT
4

INTRODUCTION: THE MARIE-STELLA-MARIS
FOUNDATION
We strongly believe that people have the right to live in dignity, which
includes the right to sufficient, safe, accessible and affordable water.
Access to clean water empowers people to take control of their lives
and build their own future. The United Nations has declared access
to clean drinking water and sanitation to be a basic human right.

“Access to clean and safe drinking water for
everyone, everywhere.”
However today, 663 million people still lack access to clean drinking
water and 2.4 billion people still lack access to good sanitation.
We want to change this and made it our mission to increase access
to clean and safe drinking water worldwide. We do this through
supporting several projects in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH) in Africa and Asia.
By carefully selecting projects and partners, and screening (them)
on sustainability indicators we strive to make sure that every project
we undertake remains a success for years to come. In this we work
closely with our partner Aqua for All. Aqua for All is a non-profit
organization, established in 2002, and a well-known Dutch source
of expertise on water, sanitation and hygiene-related challenges.
(www.aquaforall.org)
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ACTIVITIES 2017
In 2017 we have been able to support three new water projects;
in Uganda, Bangladesh and Zambia. In total, these three projects
provide access to clean water for around 10.000 people. Please find
below a short description of these projects.
Project 1 - Mukono 2.0 Uganda
The main objective is to increase the number of rural households’
access to clean safe water and to increase productivity for rural
households through using water for economic productivity. In
Mukono 5 community wells and 24 rainwater harvesting tanks will
be constructed, serving around 3.750 people with access to clean
water.
In addition to the construction of water facilities, several committees
will be trained in leadership skills to build their capacity in managing
water resources. Access to water gives families more time to engage
in farming. Increased farm productivity also helps women to improve
nutrition by growing vegetables around their homes.
Project 2 - Chipata, Zambia
In Chipata, Zambia we started working with a new local partner;
Jacana Business Empowerment. The project supports people in the
remote Khova ward by providing water facilities at household and
community level. Pumps and boreholes are made by small-scale
Zambian entrepreneurs. Local pump producers and manual drillers
are trained by Jacana SMART Centre and guided in establishing
sustainable businesses. Families who receive a partly sponsored
pump in Khova use this water not only for their households, it enables
them also to run small scale businesses, like farming, keeping
livestock, moulding bricks, etc. Jacana trains and guides them in
expanding their businesses.
Project 3 - Kuhlna & Patuakhali
Since 2014 we have supported Max Foundation’s projects to give
children in Southern Bangladesh a healthy start in life, by giving them
access to clean water, proper sanitation and hygiene education. In
2017 we renewed our partnership with the Max Foundation and
coming years there will be a strong focus on building piped water
schemes. Each structure will give around 400 families safe water in
their kitchens and washing areas. It enables girls to go to school and
women can spend time on activities to generate income.
With our help in 2017/2018, 5.000 people in the most vulnerable
communities of Patuakhali, Khulna and Satkhira will get access to
safe drinking water.
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Time to look back – An external evaluation
Over the last few years we have been supporting a variety of water
projects (via Aqua for All) with several local partner organizations.
We have consciously taken some time to get to know a few different
organizations (with different technical, social and sustainable methods in
providing clean water in the communities) so we can eventually choose
local partners wth whom we choose to create a prolonged partnership.
While all partners have a positive impact on the lives of others in their
own way, in the future we want to focus and work with a minimal
amount of organizations (one or two sustainable partnerships). We
believe that when we invest our energy and financial contribution with
a clear focus, we can be more efficient and decisive, and that we can
ultimately increase our impact.
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Back to Mukono, Uganda.
In October 2017 we visited our partner, Katosi Women Development
Trust (KWDT) in Mukono to see the progress in the project. Earlier
(end of 2016), two independent WASH consultants had evaluated this
water project and provided us (and them) with insights in the strengths
and challenges of the project and their working methods. Also, they
advised on how they could be strengthened in their water and project
management.
Project evaluated in short
In Mukono 32 rainwater harvesting tanks and bio-sand filters were
constructed, serving around 3.300 people with access to clean water.
The rainwater harvesting tanks could only be acquired via a so-called
‘revolving fund’. Which means the women who want a rainwater tank
can borrow money from this fund, to pay for the construction of a tank.
The loan should be paid back, and when paid back the next person
can benefit from the available funding and construct a tank at home,
and so on and on. In addition to the construction of water facilities,
several women’s groups were trained in leadership skills to strengthen
their capacity in managing water resources.
Installing a collection committee
The most important feedback KWDT received from the consultants
was to focus on increasing the pay back ratio of the money lent
for the rainwater tanks. When asked how they have followed up
this advice KDWT explained; ‘We have installed a new committee,
consisting of highly respected women from different women groups.
We call them the ‘collection committee’, and they are responsible for
collecting the monthly fees for the rainwater tanks.’
Beforehand this responsibility had not been specifically allocated to
anyone, so the collection of money wasn’t regulated yet. We have
been told that since installing the collection committee, the pay back
ratio has already increased.
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About Bastiaan Woudt
The work of Bastiaan Woudt has seen
a meteoric rise within the world of
contemporary photography. After starting
his own photography practice from scratch,
without experience or formal training, he has
developed into a photographer with his own
signature style – abstract yet sharp, with a
strong focus on detail. By always looking at
the history of photography, devouring photo
books and often visiting museums and fairs,
he developed a strong preference for classic
subjects, such as portraits and nudes, and
we see references to illustrious periods from
photography throughout his work, such as
Surrealism and documentary photography of
the 1960s and 70s. But through a sophisticated
use of both camera and post-production
techniques, which he has taught himself by
heavily experimenting with both, he gives his
own graphic and wholly contemporary twist
to the classical.
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Bastiaan Woudt in Mukono, Uganda
Every year, Marie-Stella-Maris invites an art photographer to visit
one of its water projects and ask him/her to share their personal
visual story and experiences around the theme ‘water’. We facilitate
them so we can raise awareness for the water projects we support.
In October 2017, we invited Bastiaan Woudt to join the MSM
Foundation on a trip to Mukono, Uganda. He visited one of the
clean drinking water projects which has been realized last year
- with our local partner Katosi Women Development Trust. In this
project several rainwater tanks, community wells and toilet blocks for
primary schools are build to improve access to clean drinking water
and hygiene. Bastiaan Woudt travelled with us and did what he is
good at; creating beautiful images, and this time with a link to the
theme ‘water’.
In the Q&A below, Bastiaan Woudt shares his personal story about
his reasons to join us to Uganda, his experiences there and what it
has brought him – next to an impressive series of photos.
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What made you decide to go to Uganda with Marie-Stella-Maris
Foundation?
“It immediately appealed to me. I have been to Africa before, but
I had never visited Uganda. In 2015 I climbed the Kilimanjaro in
Tanzania for another charity, but because of a tight schedule I
wasn’t able to see a lot of the country. Despite the short journey, the
continent has inspired me enormously to continue working on the
theme ‘Africa’ in various shoots and styling ideas in the Netherlands.
Beforehand, I knew the Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation through Linelle
Deunk, because she works with the same gallery as I. Also, Ernst
Coppejans and Robin de Puy are familiar names to me - and they
had travelled already with the Foundation. I even mentioned to Roy
Kahmann (owner of GUP magazine) that I would be very interested
in doing such a project as well.”

“Besides that, the whole project is linked to
a good cause; it’s about more than just ‘me
travelling to Uganda’. This provides for more of
a storyline behind the photography and brings
you to unique places. Without Marie-Stella-Maris
Foundation I would not have been able to go
here.” (he points towards his photo series)
What does photography mean to you?
“It is my way to express my vision and to share what interests me. For
me, photography is an easy and fast medium to tell my story, I can
directly shoot an image or capture a scene. When I shoot a portrait
its always my own interpretation of the person standing there; I can’t
capture a person as ‘real’ as he is she is. A story behind a photo
series is interesting, but I think it’s also good to just do things, because
you like it and it feels good.”
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What was your first impression of the life in Mukono?
“I assumed that there wouldn’t be much there; if water already is an
issue, they wouldn’t have much else. Although the people have a lot
less compared to us, they really make something out of it. For example
I was struck by ‘The Queen of Mukono’; a girl who walked around
the village with a pearl necklace, wearing some sort of headgear
and a beautiful dress. You would think that she was perfectly styled
for the photo, but she wasn’t. It struck me that most of the people do
not throw in the towel, but display a lot of positivity and power.”
‘Water is Life’ is an important pillar of Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation.
How does this resonate with you and your trip to Uganda?
“Beforehand, I received a request from the Marie-Stella-Maris
Foundation to focus on the theme ’water’. This was a completely new
way of working for me, and so when in Uganda I deliberately started
looking for water. Our local partner showed us the water wells that
were constructed in the project, but for me this wasn’t the connection
I was looking for in my photography. Instead, I wanted to go to a
place where I can actually see the element water; and so we ended
up at a fishing community on the shore of Lake Victoria.”

“When hearing what amount it takes to construct
a rainwater tank, you get to wonder ‘what can
I do’. With an investment of approximately
€200 to €300 Euro you can change the life of
a family! So, I am very happy to donate part of
the proceeds of selling my Mukono prints to the
Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation, and help even
more people with access to clean drinking water.”
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Did you gain new insights concerning the subject ‘clean water’ during
this trip?
“Before we travelled to Mukono, I was informed about the mission
of the Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation ‘clean water for everyone,
everywhere’, but I didn’t reflect on that too much. I also had seen
the photos of Linelle Deunk in collaboration with the Foundation. But,
once in Uganda it was very impressive to see that water has such a
huge impact on people’s lives. When hearing the stories of the local
population - it really does make an importance difference; having
access to water. The construction of the rainwater tanks, for example,
ensures that the people no longer have to walk too far for water – this
is especially of importance for the elderly or disabled people.”

What do you remember most when looking back on your trip to
Uganda?
“The whole journey was such an ‘explosion’; we undertook so much
in such a short period of time. Everyday feels like three days, and
before you know you are already in the airplane flying home. When
I watch my photos, I can’t even remember what happened in all the
shots. Some pictures are now even a mystery to myself; and I kind of
like that. When I look back on my trip, I think it’s insane that my series
is created in three days. Without collaboration with the Marie-StellaMaris Foundation, I could have never accomplished this.”
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Photo of jerry cans
“At one point during my trip, I saw a chair with a glass bottle and
a little funnel in it - I think they used it for soap or oil. Seeing this
setting it made me realize that I hadn’t photographed any still life yet.
So I decided to create it in combination with water. When driving
around, I noticed jerry cans everywhere - because that is off course
how everyone transports water. I constructed a tower of jerry cans,
and a very abstract image arose; I captured exactly the moment the
pile of jerry cans fell over.”
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What image are you most proud of?
“That’s very difficult to say. But, I really like ‘the Queen of Mukono’;
it is such an iconic image, the girl just stood there and everything is
perfect in this shot. Her dress fluttered in the wind, and it looks like
she came from another time. She was a real queen; a unique shot.”

What is your biggest challenge at the moment?
“An exhibition is coming up and I am going to publish a book as
well! Publishing a photo book is a dream coming true. I love art
books and I have a well-stocked cabinet of photo books at home. It’s
my little addiction. Earlier, a book was published about my Morocco
series, but that has become more of a reference book. The Mukono
book will become a real art book. Currently, we are working on
the composition of this book, which contains all the 107 images.
In addition, we are also working on a limited edition box with a
selection of prints from this project. If I am going to do something like
this, it must have the best quality. The box should make you “WANT
to have it!” Furthermore, I would like to go on a trip again. I would
love to go to Mongolia or Nepal.”

A selection of the Mukono series was exhibited at Haute Photographie
in Rotterdam (8-11 Feb 2018), by Kahmann Gallery.
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FINANCE
The MSM Foundation receives a monthly donation from
Marie-Stella-Maris, the company (MSM). This amount
is directly related to the sale of their products. For each
care and home product sold, MSM donates €1,00 to the
Foundation. For every litre of mineral water sold, MSM
donates €0,05. In addition to this monthly donation, the
MSM Foundation receives small donations and contributions
from other third parties. Funds received are temporarily
held until the selection of a new project (at the moment the
need for a buffer is limited).
Thanks to the generosity of all our customers, partners and
supporters in 2017, we have received €172.964. For the
third year in a row the contribution from Marie-Stella-Maris
business has grown; this year with 29%.

Marie-Stella-Maris
Others
Total

2017

2016

171.643

129.942

1.321

4.237

172.964

134.179
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BOARD
The Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation has a board consisting of five
members; there are no paid employees in the Foundation. We are
very proud that all board members are voluntarily willing to contribute
their time, knowledge and expertise to the Foundation.
Mr. Jan Heeger
Mrs. Josha Jansen
Mrs. Karine Kodde
Mr. Patrick Munsters
Mrs. Hanna Nolan
AIMS FOR 2018
•
Develop a long-term collaboration with one or more (known)
local partners to help more people with access to clean drinking
water.
•
Further develop the Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation’s policy
on project selection.
•
Continue developing new forms of cooperation with MarieStella-Maris B.V.’s and its business partners, to make more money
available for clean water projects.

www.marie-stella-maris-foundation.org
E: info@marie-stella-maris-foundation.org
KvK: 55394132

| RSIN: 851686382 | IBAN: NL74 RABO 0108 3991 33
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Tel: +31 (0)30 284 98 00
Fax: +31 (0)30 284 98 01
info@bdo.nl
www.bdo.nl

BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V.
P.O. Box 4053, 3502 HB Utrecht
Van Deventerlaan 101, 3528 AG Utrecht
The Netherlands

To the board of Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation
Generaal Vetterstraat 75-E
1059 BT AMSTERDAM
The Netherlands
Utrecht, 21 March 2018
Reference: 1.043.053/GvdH/KAR/ 509
Dear board,
In accordance with your instructions we have prepared the attached 2017 financial statements of
your foundation. Our conclusion can be found in the compilation report in the ‘Auditors’ report’
section of this report.

General
Objective
The Foundation was established on May 25, 2012.
The foundation is a not-for-profit organization and is intended to help people to have access to
clean drinking water in the third world.
The Board
The board is composed as follows:
•
P.M.S.M. Munsters
founder director
•
A.K. Kodde
secretary
•
J.M.B. Nolan-Kolff
director
•

J.H. Heeger

director

•

J. Jansen

treasurer

In accordance with article 19 of the minutes of the foundation the members of the board are
on duty for a period of one year.
Trademark
Since 7 June 2013 the foundation is the legal owner of the intellectual property rights of the
trade mark “Marie-Stella-Maris”.
Results
The results of the year 2017 were € - 104.586, against a result of € 133.804 in the year 2016.
Registered office Eindhoven, The Netherlands. Chamber of Commerce registration number 17171188.BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V. also acts under
the (trade) names: BDO Accountants, BDO Belastingadviseurs, BDO Direct, BDO Global Outsourcing, BDO International Tax Services, BDO IT Audit & Security, BDO
Tax Consultants.BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V. is a member of BDO International Ltd, a UK company limited by guarantee, and forms part of the
worldwide network of independent legal entities, each of which provides professional services under the name ‘BDO’.

Fiscal Position
The foundation is since 1 January 2013 regarded as an institution as mentioned in article
24 paragraph 4 of the Dutch Law of inheritance 1956. The foundation meets the definition
of an ANBI institution and the tax number of the foundation is 8516.86.382.
We trust to have been of your service. If you have any questions or comments,
please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours faithfully,
BDO Accountants
On behalf of,

Sgd. A.M. Janssen AA MFSME

Tel: +31 (0)30 284 98 00
Fax: +31 (0)30 284 98 01
info@bdo.nl
www.bdo.nl

BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V.
P.O. Box 4053, 3502 HB Utrecht
Van Deventerlaan 101, 3528 AG Utrecht
The Netherlands

We hereby offer you the report concerning the annual report 2017 for Stichting
Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation, Amsterdam.

Compilation report
To: the board of Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation
The financial statements of Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation have been compiled by us
using the information provided by you. The financial statements comprise the balance sheet
as at 31 December 2017 and the statement of income and expenses for the period from
1 January 2017 to 31 December 2017 with the accompanying explanatory notes. These notes
include a summary of the accounting policies which have been applied.
This compilation engagement has been performed by us in accordance with Dutch law,
including Standard 4410, “Compilation engagements”, which is applicable to accountants.
The standard requires us to assist you with the preparation and presentation of the financial
statements in accordance with Dutch generally accepted accounting principles for small nonprofit organizations RJK C1. To this end we have applied our professional expertise in the fields
of accounting and financial reporting.
In a compilation engagement, you are responsible for ensuring that the information you give us
is correct and that you provide us with all relevant information. Therefore, we have
conducted our work in accordance with the applicable regulations and on the assumption that
you have fulfilled your responsibility. To conclude our work, we have read the financial
statements as a whole and are satisfied that they present a picture in line with our broad
understanding of Stichting Marie- Stella-Maris Foundation.
During this engagement we have complied with the relevant ethical requirements prescribed
by the “Verordening Gedrags- en Beroepsregels Accountants” (VGBA).
You and other users of these financial statements may therefore assume that we have
conducted the engagement in a professional, competent and objective manner and with due care
and integrity and that we will treat all information provided to us as confidential.
Utrecht, the Netherlands, 21 March 2018
BDO Accountants
On behalf of,
Sgd. A.M. Janssen AA MFSME
Registered office Eindhoven, The Netherlands. Chamber of Commerce registration number 17171188.BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V. also acts under
the (trade) names: BDO Accountants, BDO Belastingadviseurs, BDO Direct, BDO Global Outsourcing, BDO International Tax Services, BDO IT Audit & Security,
BDO Tax Consultants.BDO Accountants & Belastingadviseurs B.V. is a member of BDO International Ltd, a UK company limited by guarantee, and forms part of
the worldwide network of independent legal entities, each of which provides professional services under the name ‘BDO’.

Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2017

31-12-2017
€

€

31-12-2016
€

€

ASSETS
Current assets
Receivable
Accounts receivable

49.362

Bank accounts

12.342
49.362

12.342

4.717

146.323

54.079

158.665

54.079

158.665

LIABILITIES
Equity of the association
Appropriated reserve
Current liabilities
Other liabilities and accrued expenses

0
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0

-

0

54.079

158.665

Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 2017

2017
€
INCOME
Social rights on sales of water & care
Donations / gifts

€

171.643
1.321

2016
€

129.942
4.237
134.179

172.964
EXPENSES
Funding water projects
Program management fee Aqua for All
Other operating expenses

€

250.368
26.782
400

0
0
375
375

375

Operating income

277.550

133.804

Addition/release to/from appropriated reserve

-104.586

133.804
￼￼￼
￼￼￼
￼￼￼
￼￼￼
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Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
General
The financial statement have been prepared in accordance with the firm pronouncements in the
Guidelines for Annual Reporting in the Netherlands as issued by the Dutch Accounting Standards
Board: RJK (C1 small not for profit organizations). The financial statements are denominated in
Euro.
Estimates
The preparation of the financial statements requires the board to form opinions and to make
estimates and assumptions that influence the application of principles and the reported values
of assets and liabilities and of income and expenditure. The actual results may differ from these
estimates. The estimates and the underlying assumptions are constantly assessed. Revisions of
estimates are recognized in the period in which the estimate is revised and in future periods for
which the revision has consequences.

Accounting policies in respect of the valuation of assets and liabilities
General
The general principle for the valuation of assets and liabilities, as well as the determination of
results, is the historical purchase price or manufacturing cost. Unless otherwise stated, assets and
liabilities are stated at the values at which they were acquired or incurred.
Receivables
Accounts receivable are shown after deduction of a provision for bad and doubtful debts where
appropriate. The accounts receivable have a maturity date due within one year.
Bank accounts
Cash and bank balances are freely disposable, unless stated otherwise.
Short-term liabilities
The short-term liabilities are due within one year.

Accounting policies statement of income and expenses
General result
Result is determined as the difference between net income and all expenses relating to the reporting
period. Costs are determined in accordance with the accounting policies applied to the balance
sheet. Other income and expenses are allocated to the periods to which they relate.
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Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

NOTES TO THE BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2017

ASSETS
Current assets

31-12-2017

31-12-2016

€

€

Accounts receivable
Other receivables
Social rights on sales

49.362

Balance as at 31 December

49.362

12.342
￼ ￼
 ￼ ￼ 12.342

EQUITY
Appropriated reserve
The table below shows the movements of the appropriated reserve:
									
2017
€
Balance as at 1 January
Result accounting year
Balance as at 31 December

158.665
-104.586
54.079

This reserve is considered to fund clean water projects in Third World countries.
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2016
€
24.861
133.804
158.665

Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation at Amsterdam

OTHER INFORMATION
Average number of employees
During the financial year, 2017 and 2016 no employees were employed by the foundation.

Proposed result appropriation
The result of €-104.586 will be deducted from the appropriated reserve.
Amsterdam, 21 March 2018
Stichting Marie-Stella-Maris Foundation

Sgd.			
P.M.S.M. Munsters
Founder Director

Sgd.
A.K. Kodde
Secretary

Sgd.
J.M.B. Nolan-Kolff
Director
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Sgd.
J.H. Heeger
Director

Sgd.
J. Jansen
Treasurer

