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MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDER
Dear Readers, Sisters, Brothers and Elders,
The past five years have been quite a journey. When we celebrated this early January,
with our team of passionate volunteers, our trusted and treasured Elders and advisors and
the Board, it became clear to me once again, that what we do is all about people.
On one hand, that makes it the most joyful task of all projects I fill my days with. On the
other hand, it means a lot is at stake when it comes to the lives and livelihoods of those
whom we intend to support and those who support us.
For the first time, we had people plan and create templates for social media. We are now
on four social media channels and have streamlined the website, including short bios of
the team and partners. And we launched a podcast!
It was such a pleasure to share the tasks of website maintenance and there were sparring
partners to strategize on how to bring the foundation activities to the next level.
With the Coronavirus taking the center stage, our efforts were diverted to helping two
courageous young Adivasi (Indigenous tribals) to revive the traditional farming practices
in their area in Chhattisgarh, India. We found grants and crowdfunded some of the seed
money needed to invest in a multi-year plan that will sustain the villages that are now
returning to indigenous, natural and original farming methods.
Looking ahead, we plan to focus on bringing more storytelling in more ways from our
expanding community of Traditional Knowledge Holders and to increase collaboration
with our partners in traditional knowledge sharing and the philanthropic arena.
I look forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming calls or events!
Jessica Wawoe
Founder & Chair

2

contents
Mission
Growth
Projects
Presence
Partners
Financials
Ambitions
Team
Contact

4
5
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

3

Mission & Objectives
Global Access to Traditional Knowledge

1
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PERPETUATION OF
TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE

FACILITATE CONNECTIONS
FOR WISDOM HOLDERS

We aim to be a service for the continuation
of traditions and practices of peoples from
all over the world. In doing so, it becomes
accessible to the next generation and the
world at large. We believe all can learn from
these traditions and practices and perhaps
(re)integrate these into their daily lives.

Our objective is to provide a portal for sharing
and communication between members of the
same tribe as well as between different peoples
around the world. Enhanced by events, forums
and online communication to provide a
connecting platform for exchange about
solutions facing humanity everywhere.
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TEAM

growth
What has shifted in 2020?

In May 2020, the team counted six volunteers, of mostly young students/graduates
who support with social media, knowledge gathering and project development.
Nationalities vary from British (1), Nepalese-Bermudan (1), American (1), Dutch (2)
and Indian (1). One Masters student graduated with Tribal Wisdom as her topic.

STORIES
In January 2020, we had several example stories and three stories from our
Knowledge Holders. This grew to 20 stories (5 short of our target). We had
connected with many more Knowledge Holders who had not (yet) provided us with
material to create a story online.

REACH
In July 2020, we opened our account on Instagram and that year posted 16 posted
which gathered 138 likes. End of 2020 we had 24 followers on Instagram; 107 on
Facebook, which had reached 3.809 and had 183 engagements with 31 posts.
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projects
CROWDFUNDING

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

PROJECT KOPA

From Dec 2019 to Feb 2020 we
hosted a crowdfunding campaign
to fund a Knowledge Holder
Gathering on Curaçao and to
cover our annual hosting
expenses. This successful
campaign resulted in EUR 4100
(roughly USD 5000) and lots of
great perks to reward our donors.
The actual gathering had to be
postponed due to Corona.

To make the stories that are shared
by the Knowledge Holders more
visible, we wanted to explore more
social media channels. Currently,
@tribalwisdomorg is on Instagram,
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and
Oyoo.Earth.
The open sharing circles were not a
great success so we are revisiting
that, along with a podcast on
Anchor.FM

Due to the Corona measures in
India, many indigenous peoples in
India returned their villages and to
their original way of sustenance:
farming. Two insightful and
courageous young people reached
out to us for help to source
funding and launch a campaign to
return to the original way of
farming, seed saving and
processing their food.
more on next page >

BEHIND THE SCENES
What is less visible is the increase in Knowledge Holders who wish to find more ways to share their knowledge. We are continuously helping
specific Wisdom Keepers and practitioners to develop a custom approach to increasing their teaching circles.
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project kopa
INDIGENOUS FARMING IN INDIA
Project KOPA (Kisan Organic Produce Association) is a grass-roots initiative to
improve the livelihoods and increase self-sufficiency of Adivasi communities, where
the measures implemented to curb the Covid-19 pandemic are threatening many lives
of normally people dependent on migrant, seasonal work and selling agricultural
produce in markets, through middlemen. Since May 2020, two young PhD students led
an initiative to decrease dependency and establish a model whereby farmers can
continue to use seeds and grow crops that are indigenous to the area, using traditional
farming and processing techniques which have been applied for many generations and
are in balance and harmony with nature.
Reviving indigenous agricultural practice is in line with the objectives of the Tribal Wisdom Foundation. So when Neelam and Anupama
shared their project, we sought grants and did a small crowdfunding campaign which picked up EUR 2873. This contributed to the
investment required primarily to purchase transportation, processing equipment, packaging and to cover a small team of people to
coordinate the community efforts. The primary objective is to increase the well-being of Adivasi farming communities by
perpetuation and revitalisation of indigenous agroforestry practices and establish community-driven food sovereignty with related
entrepreneurial development within one year. The project is deployed in the states of Jharkand, Odisha and Chhattishgarh on
approx. 1800 acres of Adivasi land. Number of People impacted: 24,000 (20 villages) in 2020.
SELF RELIANCE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: WHERE NO ONE IS LEFT BEHIND.

presence
Our aim for the online portal is to gather stories from all over the world that
provide an entry point into a wide variety of themes, under the categories of:
Community
Creativity & Crafts
Relationship with Nature
Rites of Passage
Healing
this category includes storytelling, creation stories and other
themes which could be categorized under concepts such as
'Ontology'
existence, being, becoming, and reality.

The current list of 23 stories covers all continents and several
Indigenous geographies. We have developed warm relationships
with many more traditional knowledge holders and Indigenous
Wisdom Keepers. Whilst volume of stories is not our main goal,
we do aim to showcase a broad variety of types of submissions,
as currently, ranging from Zero Waste practices by Italy's Indigenous
Sharecroppers to New Years' rituals in the Caribbean, to the concept
of unconditional Love with Responsibility from Aboriginal Australia.
With the podcast, we extend our reach to a new audience, to inspire the revival of local and universal Traditional Knowledge.
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partners

NCIV

People's Planet Project

NATV

SomosPaz

RootedMessages

"The NCIV and Tribal
Wisdom offer mutual
support when it comes to
amplifying the 'Voices of
the Earth' by sharing
expertise, connections,
representation at events
and attending gatherings
and ceremonies we unite in
our missions."
- Leo van der Vlist

People's Planet Project
and Tribal Wisdom are
working together on
preserving indigenous
wisdom and history
through stories created
by the indigenous
communities themselves,
based on the principles of
indigenous control, and
prioritization of
indigenous selfrepresentation.

An initiative by the Sinchi
Foundation, NATV is a
nonprofit creative
broadcasting channel for
storytelling by Indigenous
people/Indigenous-led
organizations. "Sinchi and
Tribal Wisdom have the
same mission to amplify
indigenous voices and
stories." - Tom Wheeler

"The alliance we have with
Tribal Wisdom is based on
our respect for wisdom, in
all its forms and especially
in the rescue of ancestral
memory. We believe that in
the present we can heal the
past to refound the future."
- Juan Pablo Lazo

The Tribal Wisdom team
have supported the
planning and launch of the
Rooted Messages project
since its early stages.
We believe in the
amplification of the voices
of the Wisdom Keepers.

OTHER RELATIONSHIPS INCLUDE:

Hopi Wisdom Teachings, KawsayPacha (Marcela), Bangsa Allifuru,
Embassy of the Earth, The Constellation, Snowchange.org,
WikiMedia Netherlands, Voices of Amerikua, Voice of the Earth
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The Tribal Wisdom Foundation is a non-profit NGO with Dutch public benefit
org status (ANBI). We are fully dependent on grants and (crowd)funding, yet to
date have not found a fundraiser for our team.
This year's income almost doubled to EUR 8,219 of which EUR 4,100 from one
crowdfunding campaign. Our expenses amounted to EUR 5,878 which are
attributed as follows:

financials
At the end of 2020, the Tribal Wisdom
Foundation held €5,165.86 in liquid assets
and net assets of €7,183.05.
Intangible assets consist of the work done
to develop the website, one of the main
assets of the foundations. In 2020, the
website was still the main means to
communicate and achieve the
foundations' goals.
Financial Report 2020

Operations & Admin
37.6%

Spend on goals
54.5%

Cost of fundraising
7.9%

ambitions

THEMED AWARENESS
CAMPAIGNS

KNOWLEDGE
SHARING CIRCLES

As we gather more stories and
knowledge holders, we plan to
compile knowledge and footage
to increase awareness and local
relevance of the wide range of
traditions, near and far to our
community members.
For example: a solstice
awareness campaign, or a feature
on natural childbirthing, a deeper
look into the way coffee is grown
traditionally and in ecofriendly
manner for centuries in various
places and other traditional and
indigenous knowledge themes.
We plan to partner with
Oyoo.Earth, a new social media
channel promoting 'natiral living'.

In line with the insight that most
Traditional Knowledge Holders
share their teachings orally, we
are planning to launch themed
Tribal Wisdom Sharing Circles.
The idea is to invite several
Wisdom Holders to an online live
session to speak on a certain
theme, for instance Beekeeping,
Midwifery or Creation Stories and
have them interact as a panel,
after which the viewers can ask
questions and start their own
circles to share further. The
'panel' conversation is recorded/
broadcasted and the teachings of
the Wisdom Holders further
promoted in our community.
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SUSTAINABLE
BUSINESS MODEL
To be able to maintain the
platform and continue our efforts
to support the Traditional and
Indigenous Knowledge Holders,
we require approx. EUR 5000 to
cover basic expenses. With the
ambition to grow and attract a
committed team, we need to find
a way to cover salaries and
receive financial stability. Our
strategy people are developing a
sustainable business model
based on paid membership to
cover our basic cost and
ultimately become independent
from grants and (crowd)funding.
Our aim is to launch the pilot for
this model in Q3 2021.

BOARD MEMBERS

ELDERS & ADVISORS

TEAM

tribe

Loïs Hutubessy
Poornashri Kandade Lexi Thomlinson-Blount
WEB & PLATFORMS ORG DESIGN & STRAT. COMMS COORDINATOR

Sara Vallis
SOCIAL MEDIA

Anne Sarah
VISUAL DESIGN

Tim Falls
COMMUNITY BUILDER

Marcela Astete
ELDER

Ghazali Ohorella
INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Verena Snurer
VISUAL DESIGN

Chief Bill Erasmus
ELDER

Satya Henkes
ELDER

Te Ariki Te Wairemana
ELDER (R.I.P.)

Andrea Fernandez
TREASURER

Nicole Römer
SECRETARY

Tara Osborne
Carola Ramon Berjano
MARKETING & EVENTS ASIA RELATIONS
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Gilbert Wawoe Jessica Wawoe
EX-BOARD
CHAIR

Nienke Bloemer
STRATEGY

Willem Heesbeen
CO-FOUNDER

contact
@tribalwisdomorg

+31 6 1114 0016 (CET)
hello@tribal-wisdom.org
Prinsenweg 43, 2242 EB Wassenaar
The Netherlands
https://tribal-wisdom.org
Bank (IBAN) NL66 INGB 007 2569 54
Chamber of Commerce: 65054512
RSIN: 855962720 (tax exempt)
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THE TRIBAL WISDOM
FOUNDATION HAS
CULTURAL ANBI STATUS
WHICH IS THE DUTCH
EQUIVALENT OF PUBLIC
BENEFIT ORGANIZATION
STATUS. TAX BENEFITS
APPLY FOR DONORS

